Asia Camporee 2013 - Adventure in Nepal

In August 2012 – 80 scouts and 30 adult leaders representing eight BSA Troops in Asia gathered in Chiang Mai for the first ever Asia Camporee.    Highlights included more than 400 Merit Badges earned – significant adventure activities and a focus on Scouting Heritage, The Rain Forest, and Elephant Mammal Study.   The Far East Council was very supportive and the Council Executive involved on site during the week.

There was unanimous support to proceed with an event in August 2013 and a location in Nepal has been chosen.   Rick Hathaway of Troop 701 in Bangkok has been asked to again serve as the overall coordinator.     The event will include two days focused on service through Habitat for Humanity where scouts will work on building houses as well as earning construction related Merit Badges.  During the event – participants will also work with the Nepali Scout association.

While this is the rainy season in Nepal – as it is throughout Asia – there was unanimous support for this event in Nepal and especially the focus on service as we bring together BSA troops from throughout Asia and beyond.   Here are some of the details:

· Location: Kathmandu Valley, Nepal
· Dates: August 3-11, 2013
· Cost: estimated at $450 (camp fee and in country costs) + Airfare
· Activities:
· Five nights camping at the Nepal Scout Training Center (elevation 7,000 feet)
· Three nights hotel stay – during a service component with Habitat
· 20-25 merit badge offerings including numerous Eagle required and others –including construction related MBs during the service component
· Day hikes in the foot hills of the Himalayas
· Exposure to local culture in Nepal – and local Nepali Scouting
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Other Advancement opportunities:

There is an opportunity for all scouts and scouters to earn the ‘Messengers of Peace’ award and patch for service during this event.    It was adopted by the Global Scout movement and BSA in September 2011.   As you can see it is worn around the Scout Crest.        We expect this service component could be featured in Boys Life – it is indeed a unique story.
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Additionally scouts and scouters could earn the International Patch and scouters could fulfill many of the requirements for the International knot – for our efforts to work with and support Nepal’s Scouting movement.
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Schedule:

· August 3:  Arrive in Kathmandu – move to Nepal Scout Camp
· August 4: Adventure activities – hiking, etc
· August 5, 6, 7: Typical Camporee activities – MBs, camp fires, cobbler comp, etc
· August 8: Transition day – We would travel back to the main scout office in Kathmandu – a joint MB fair and skills development with Nepali Scouts – would be interesting for our scouts to earn a Nepali Scout Merit Badge.
· August 9, 10: Habitat work and construction related merit badges
· August 11: Depart.    
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